
SUFFOLK LADIES' COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION 

 

 
 

88th Annual General Meeting held via Zoom on 

Saturday 23rd January 2021 at 10.00am 
 
 
Present 

Jo Woodward (JW)  President (Chair) 
Amanda Norman (AN) Captain  
Belinda Rowe (BR)  Vice-captain 
Hermione Scrope (HS)  Treasurer 
Di Hegarty (DH)  Secretary 

 Lizzie Johnson (LJ)  England Golf Representative 
 Annette Llewellyn (AL) Handicap Advisor 

Alice Barlow (AB)  Junior Organiser 
Joan Hogarth (JH)  Venue Organiser 

 Philippa Bridges (PB) Championship Organiser 
Margaret Hills (MH)  Foursomes Organiser 

 Vicki Hunt (VH)  Senior Organiser& Senior Shield Organiser 
 Linda Gilham (LG)  Haskell & Stearn Organiser 

Maggie Porter (MP)  Divisional Organiser  
 
Together with members 85 
 
The President, Jo Woodward welcomed everyone to the 88th AGM of the Suffolk Ladies 
County Golf Association. 
  
Good Morning ladies, a very happy New Year to you all and welcome to the 88th AGM of 
the Suffolk Ladies County Golf Association. 

Could we have a minute’s silence whilst we remember our members who we have lost 
during the last year namely; 

From Bungay GC, 1983 Captain Daphne Nichols (President 2002), 1995 & 2002 Captain 
Heather Wright (President 2008) and 2008 Captain Chris Jamieson 

Marion Stannard who for a number of years represented Thorpeness Golf club in the 
Stearn where she Captained the Ladies in 1990, before moving to Gorleston Golf Club. 

Hilary Fitch a long-time member of Bury St Edmunds Golf Club. She was twice a winner of 
the Coronation Foursomes Le Blond Trophy and represented Bury St Edmunds numerous 
times in the Stearn and other county competitions. 

Anne Seward who was county president from 1997 to 1999 and was a long-time member 
of Woodbridge Golf Club. Anne had previously been County Secretary in the early 
nineties.  In 1997, she became the President of Suffolk Ladies with an enduring 
enthusiasm. 

Iris Davenport who was previously a Member at Stowmarket but for many years has been 
a Member at Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club. She was an enthusiastic and valued Member at 



Felixstowe and was a keen follower of Club and County golf. Iris also was one of the 
Club’s volunteers at the England County Finals in 2017 

1  APOLOGIES were not required this year due to Covid 

 
2 MINUTES OF THE AGM 2020 
There being no amendments or alterations to the minutes of the AGM held on 11th January 
2020, the Captain signed them as a true record. 
 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING AGM 2020 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4 REPORTS & ACCOUNTS FOR 2019/2020 
It was agreed that these reports would be taken together and adopted en bloc. 
 
  
Report 4(a) – County Captains Report 2020 (Mrs Amanda Norman)  
It was with great pride I took over the captaincy of Suffolk ladies at the AGM in January 
2020. Having played for the county for so many years and having some excellent captains 
during those years I was a little nervous, but was looking forward to getting stuck into the 
role and working with the GB and developing a strong squad to represent Suffolk. But like 
so many things in 2020 this was not to be the case. 
County 1st training looking back was a sign of things to come.  We managed only one 
training session with the others lost to bad weather. As most people are aware Kevin 
Lovelock decided to step down as County coach and I would like to thank him for his time 
and effort with the 1st team, the highlight being the team reaching the county finals in 
2017. We did manage to play our annual match vs Aldeburgh men on what was a very 
cold day in February. 
We had headed towards spring and the promise of better golfing weather when the spread 
of Covid -19 started to make the news headlines. As it turned out this was to be the end of 
the county golfing season 2020. As a governing body, we made a very early decision to 
cancel all county competitions and I would at this point like to thank the GB for all their 
hard work during what was an uncertain time for all. As much as we have all missed 
county golf, it was far more important that we all stayed safe and healthy.  
Moving forward to 2021 and the county golfing season. I have arranged all county training 
to be at Felixstowe with PGA Professionals Andrew Robinson and his assistant Sam 
Forgan.  This includes all junior, second and 1st team training. 
The County Championships are at Felixstowe 14th – 16th May and I would encourage 
everyone who is eligible to enter these competitions.  
County Match Week is at Stoke by Nayland 17th – 20th June and will be the first time we 
have played the shortened format of 2 foursomes and 3 singles per session. And with all 
the other county led competitions planned for 2021, let's hope it is a much-improved 
golfing year.  
Thank you again to all the Governing Body members, in particular, the retiring members 
Joan Cook and Maggie Porter who looked after the divisional meetings, Irma Suttle who 
looked after the Cranworth. I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome the new 
members to the GB.  
I would also like to thank Sue Cook who is retiring from her role as lead course assessor. 
Thank you, Sue for all your hard work and I wish her successor Nicki McMahon good luck.  
Amanda Norman County Captain  



 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(b) – Junior Organiser's Report 2020 (Miss Alice Barlow)  
Unfortunately, due to the Corona Virus, all county junior competitions and events were 
cancelled this year. However, this did not stop the juniors working hard on their games and 
reducing their handicaps significantly throughout the playing season.  
This year we have to say goodbye to one junior, Jessica Buck. Jess has been playing for 
the juniors for seven years, three of them for the first team. It has been a pleasure to watch 
her grow in confidence and I wish her the best success in her future plans.  
We will also be saying goodbye to Ian Scott from Ipswich, who has been the first and 
second team coach for numerous years. His enthusiastic approach with the girls has 
allowed them to progress their golf games, and on behalf of the girls I would like to thank 
him for all the hard work he has put into the county coaching in recent years.  
We welcome Andrew Robinson and Sam Forgan from Felixstowe Ferry, who will now be 
taking over the first and second team coaching programmes for 2021. I have no doubt that 
their energetic attitude towards coaching will allow the girls to keep engaged and focused 
on how to develop their golf games.  
On behalf of the juniors, I would like to thank the Suffolk Veteran Ladies Golf Association 
for their continued donations and support.  
I again wish all of the juniors the very best in their practice and preparation over the winter 
months, and I look forward to seeing them grow as individuals and golfers in the new 
golfing season ahead.  
Alice Barlow Junior Organiser  
 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(c) – Senior Organiser's Report 2020 (Mrs Vicki Hunt)  
As one might expect there are no events or matches to report on for this year! The first 
get-together for the Senior Ladies was scheduled for late March at Ipswich Golf Club but 
could not go ahead.   Fingers crossed for next year. We have kept in touch via WhatsApp 
and we will reconvene in 2021 when it is allowed. If all goes well we will have our usual 
matches with Suffolk Vets, Suffolk Girls, Norfolk Seniors, Norfolk Vets, Bedfordshire 
Seniors, Cambs & Hunts Seniors and also, hopefully, with Hertfordshire, a new fixture this 
year. If you are aged 50 or over, have a handicap index of 14.0 or below, and are 
interested in representing the County at Senior level please contact me - details are on the 
Suffolk Ladies website. Those of you who have already registered your details with me 
need not reapply.  I will roll the list over! Do not forget to enter the Seniors Championship 
to be held at Thorpeness Golf Club in May - details on the website.  
Vicki Hunt 
Senior Organiser  
 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(d) – England Golf Report 2020 (Mrs Lizzie Johnson)  
Covid has presented issues for all of us this year: the ability to operate golf clubs and play 
golf being but one.  
I have attended the regular “virtual” meetings England Golf have hosted to update the 
golfing community on the ever-changing Covid situation. In addition there has been much 



discussion about WHS both prior to and following its launch in November. More recently 
discussions have focused on the possibility of England Golf managing a platform to enable 
the Independent Golfer to benefit from a WHS handicap.  
The Delegates Meetings have gone ahead “virtually” as scheduled. My thanks to all who 
have attended and supported these meetings.  
Lizzie Johnson 
England Golf Representative  
 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(e) – Treasurer's Report 2020 (Miss Hermione Scrope)  
In line with everyone else this year has been a difficult and disappointing year but we do 
have an excess of income over expenditure of £10,011 for reasons explained below.  
Our main source of revenue is the affiliation fee which our members pay and in spite of the 
restrictions placed on everyone our membership numbers held up reasonably well with 
only a small drop of approximately 6% of members. At last years AGM it was decided that 

our affiliation fee would increase to £9.00 with effect from 1st January 2021. However, due 
to the coronavirus we have decided to defer the increase for the moment and to keep the 
fee at £7.50.  
All competitions for the year were cancelled so no income or expenditure was incurred on 
this area of our activity. We did manage to hold the Delegates Meetings via Zoom which 
enabled us to carry out the draws for the 100 Club. We raised £1,250 for the Association 
this year and are still deliberating with members, through the delegates, as to how to utilise 
these funds.  
The GB meetings this year were held via Zoom which helped to keep the travelling 
expenses down.  In view of the introduction of the WHS we invested in an updated system 
to record scores from the competitions and transmit them to the Clubs.  

Our main expenditure each year is the cost of County Week both for the 1st Team and 
also for the Juniors. Both of these were cancelled this year which, together with a 
reduction in training, is the main reason we are showing a surplus of income this year  
Hermione C. Scrope FCA CTA Hon. Treasurer 
 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
  
 
Report 4(f) – Handicap Adviser's Report 2020 (Mrs Annette Llewellyn)  
This was the momentous year that the World Handicapping System was to start 

1st January.  Postponed to November 2nd, we had plenty of time to get ready. 
I finished doing presentations re WHS around the county in early March. On 23rd 
March the country went into lockdown for three months because of Covid 19 and no golf 
was played. The weather was glorious! 
In June golf tentatively restarted playing 2 balls only with no competitions. By mid-July 
competitive golf restarted with Covid infection rates low. England Golf were keen to keep 
to the November start date for WHS. Clubs were gearing up and I was receiving a lot of 
questions. 
In October, everyone was asking what their new handicap would be. England Golf had told 
us that we would be seeing the new handicapping alongside the existing Congu 
handicapping, so that we could get used to it. It never happened but we were told that 
WHS handicaps were available on their website. 
During this period, I had a few enquiries to deal with, but not as many as earlier. Maybe 
the presentations did the trick. 



The long-awaited date arrived.  Some players were champing at the bit to put cards in (as 
advised). As expected, there were many teething problems when dealing with such a 
seismic change. With 1800 clubs nationally there was some difficulty retro fitting data from 
the old system. Some clubs had not forwarded the correct data and there were 15 million 
scores to be transferred from 15th October to 2nd November. 
Unfortunately, covid infection rates started to climb and on 5th November, everything halted 
as we went into another lockdown for a month. England Golf are working hard to correct 
and sort out problems, and I feel there will be more as the system has had only a very few 
days. Apparently, it has taken other countries who have already changed to WHS 4 to 8 
weeks to bed in. 
Let us hope that we can get on top of this virus to give everyone a chance to do what we 
love, to play and enjoy golf, but we are where we are.  
Annette Llewellyn Handicap Adviser  
 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
The reports were then proposed for adoption by Sue Cook, Aldeburgh GC and seconded 
by Pippa Beak, Flempton GC.  They were carried unanimously. 
 
5. ELECTION AND RE-ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
97% agreed to the Election of Officers being taken en bloc. 
 
The Secretary read the names of those members who are retiring: - 
 
Joan Cook and Maggie Porter - Divisions 

Irma Suttle – Cranworth 

 

CAPTAIN:   

At this time of year, not only do we welcome the new committee members joining us, but 
we also have to say goodbye to others.  The committee is comprised of people who 
willingly give up their own time to help organise the backdrop of county ladies golf, to run 
events and to support the members of the SLCGA and their clubs.  They do this freely and 
to the best of their abilities and I implore you to remember this.  So, a huge thank you. 

 
The secretary read the names of those who will remain in office for the coming year.  
 
Joanne Woodward   President 

Amanda Norman   Captain 

Belinda Rowe   Vice-Captain 

Hermione Scrope   Honorary Treasurer  

Lizzie Johnson   England Golf Rep 

Di Hegarty     Secretary 

Ann Llewellyn   Handicap Advisor 

Alice Barlow    Junior Organiser 

Vicki Hunt     Senior & Senior Jubilee Organiser 

Joan Hogarth   Match and Competition Organiser    

 



And Competition Organisers: - 

 

Maureen Minter    for a further 2 year 

Philippa Bridges   for a further 2 year 

Linda Gilham    for a further 1 year 

Margaret Hills   for a further 1 year 

 

The secretary read the names nominated as Officers of the Association: 
 
Tessa Summers, Aldeburgh - Division Meetings nominated for 3 years 
Geraldine Rose, Ipswich – Cranworth nominated for 3 years 

The nominations were proposed en bloc by Judy Hampshire of Bury St Edmunds GC and 
seconded by Denise Martin Rushmere GC. They were carried 100%.   
 
PRESIDENT  

On behalf of us all in the Association I would like to welcome the newly elected members.  
I hope they will enjoy their time on the Governing Body - we are grateful to them for their 
willingness to serve on the Association. 

 
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Email from Bungay requesting that no team in the Seniors Silver Jubilee plays in the 
Preliminary rounds for three year in a row. 

 

Anne Lewis 

Good Morning Ladies 
First of all we would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the ladies of the 
Governing Body for all their tireless work during this pandemic.  We appreciate this last 
year has certainly not been easy for you with the many extra issues you have had to deal 
with on top of the normal running of affairs.   
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to highlight what I feel has been an unbalanced 
draw for the Jubilee Shield over the last few years.  I have been the Captain of the Jubilee 
Shield for Bungay for the last 5 years and have been conscious that we continually get put 
into the Preliminary Round and always get away draws.  The away draw issue hopefully 
will sort itself out with the new World Handicap System that has been introduced so we 
can leave that well alone for now! 
 
I drew up a schedule of the draws over the last four years to compare with other clubs and 
the results were quite surprising.  Hopefully the ladies involved with this have received the 
schedule but if not, I will just go over one or two of the imbalances.  Ignoring the teams 
that have been in the final the previous year and therefore been given a bye for the next 
year, the pattern seems to be that clubs such as Bungay, Cretingham (now Kingfishers), 
Felixstowe and Fynn Valley have all been put into the Preliminary Rounds for 4 years on 
the trot and also been drawn for away matches for 4 years on the trot.  It also highlighted 
that there are a few teams who not only have benefitted by avoiding the Preliminary Round 
for the last 4 years but have also enjoyed the benefit of getting home draws for at least 3 
of the 4 years. 
 



From the email on this subject sent out to other clubs involved in the Shield, we got some 
very good feedback.  It has been suggested that whilst this proposal is being looked at, 
consideration could also be given to other drawn County competitions with preliminary 
rounds.   
 
I must stress that in no way do we feel the draw has been fixed in any way but would like 
to put forward a suggestion to try to level up the draw to make it fairer.   
 
There are currently 20 Suffolk clubs taking part in the Jubilee Shield of which 8 have been 
drawn to play in the Preliminary Round for at least 3 of the last 4 years.  There are 8 teams 
(ignoring Seckford and Fynn Valley) currently drawn to play in the Preliminary Round for 
2021.  I have ignored Seckford and Fynn Valley as although they are shown to be in the 
Preliminary Round for 2021 whoever wins that match will go straight into the Quarter 
Finals as they have no opponents in the first round. 
 
  My proposal is that any team that has been drawn to play in the Preliminary Round for 
more than 2 years in a row should be left out of the draw for the Preliminary Round the 
next year. Therefore the 12 teams that have not been in the Preliminary Round in the 
previous 2 years would be put into the Preliminary Draw the next year for 8 teams to be 
drawn out.  This procedure would need to be followed each year.  The Governing Body 
have discussed this at a previous meeting and they felt it would be manipulating the draw 
but our ladies feel it can only make the draw fairer and more balanced. 
 
Very unfortunately, due to the current restrictions, it will not be possible to vote on this 
today, but will be discussed again at the next Governing Body meeting when we hope they 
will look favourably on this suggestion – which would make it fairer to all the clubs. 
 
Thank you all for listening to this and hope you have been able to understand it and agree 
with this suggestion. 
 

Captain 
I will take these requests forward to the next Governing Meeting on Monday 25th January 
and formulate a response. 
 
PRESIDENT 
Before we do the Draw for the 100 Club I would like to thank Sue Cook sincerely on behalf 
of us all for all the work she has done to run the 100 Club since its inception and to make it 
so successful.  Thank you, Sue. 
 
USGA RATING 
This year we rated the remaining four clubs, Haverhill GC, The Suffolk Golf and Country 
Club, Fynn Valley GC and Beccles GC. I’m pleased to report that all four now have their 
Summary Report, giving SSS and Slope Rating for all tees and the genders requested, the 
last, that of Beccles, arriving during the last week. England Golf was deluged with rating 
requests arriving at the last minute, with clubs wanting to be ready for the WHS start on 
November 2nd. All those without a Summary Report were issued with a temporary SSS 
and Slope Rating in time for the launch. Now all clubs, with the exception of Aldeburgh 
GC, have a correct and permanent Summary Report, which hopefully will be accurate for 
the duration of the current cycle. There was a problem with the Aldeburgh Report, which is 
in the process of being amended and should be corrected soon. 
As many of you will know, the USGA Rating System operates on a 10 year cycle and this 
is due to restart in 2024, when the teams will begin again with those first rated in 2014.  



In the meantime, Rating will continue for those clubs who wish to offer qualifying 
competitions for men and ladies from different tees, eg. Men playing from the Red tees or 
ladies playing from the yellow. Some re-rating may be required for courses who make 
significant changes to their course. 
I have decided that this is a suitable time for me to hand the team leading on to someone 
else. I have been doing it for 18 years and feel it’s time for someone younger to have a go. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed learning and applying the system. I have met and worked with 
many lovely volunteers over the years and I thank them all for their friendship and support. 
As you will have heard, Nicki McMahon from Flempton has agreed to take on the team 
leading. Nicki is a qualified R & A Referee and has decided that she would like to become 
Team Leader, too. I have every confidence she will be excellent.  She is a good golfer and 
clearly can readily assimilate and apply information, and I’m sure she’ll soon get to grips 
with the system. I’m very pleased to recommend her, I will be available to help her if 
needed and hope to help out as a member of the team, when needed. I wish her every 
success and I hope she has as much fun as I have had. 
 
 
100 CLUB 
In 2020, we collected £2815 from members, of which £1275 was given to County funds 
and £1540 was given away in prizes. We had £385 per draw and as usual, there were 4 
draws per year, the first at the AGM and subsequently at 3 delegates meetings. At each 
draw the first prize was £100, and 12 prizes were given in total each time. 
This year, the delegates have done an amazing job and we have collected £2510. This 
sum is split into £1130 for County funds and £1380, to be given away in prizes. £345 can 
be drawn at each of the 4 draws, giving 9 prizes ranging from £100 and then in decreasing 
order to £15 for prizes 8 and 9. 
I’d like to thank everyone who managed to take part this year thereby supporting the 
County, by finding new ways to communicate their intentions and pay, mainly using 
electronic means. 
Thank you all, with particular thanks to all delegates who made it possible. 
 
 
 
The 100 club draw was drawn and results made available on the SLGCA website. 
 
 
The secretary read the names of the winners for; 

The Silver Medal - awarded to Victoria Elliston (Diss)  minus 7  

The Bronze Medal - awarded to Marie Needham (Diss) minus 10. 

 
PRESIDENT 
It gives me great pleasure to announce that the 1st team Junior Captain for 2021 is Chloe 
Dixon. 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the 2nd team Junior Captain for 2021 is Laura 
Eaden.  

 

PRESIDENT:  

Finally, - blue books. These will be delivered. along with some county cards, when legally 
safe to do so. 

 



The meeting closed at 10.49 after a graceful vote of thanks to the President and the 
Governing Body from Roz Leggett (Rushmere). 
 

 
Minutes by Di Hegarty (Hon Secretary) 
January 2021 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………  Date…………………….. 
Jo Woodward (President) 
 


